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ABSTRACT

A study on "Boredom" in Lee-sang's Literature

- centered on his essay-

Jeon, Yeong-gyu

Creative literature, Literature theory
The Graduate School

Chung-Ang University

This paper is a study on “boredom” in Lee-sang literature centered
on his essay.

Boredom means occurring lazy or tired state when something or
condition became waned and boring. Aeriality or tedium belongs to
here too. All the people feel the boredom in a monotonous life or in
endless repetition that is no change. These days, boredom is one of
symptoms which stand for modern people's life and modernity. So it
often is called modern people's illness. The genesis of boredom in
this context is closely related to social background in 18th century. In
contrast to earlier times, that period has many significant meanings in
that it puts emphasis on the rights and freedoms of individuals. Even
now boredom has an effect on culture, thought and the society at
large. This is also transformed into many aspects by time period or
personal life style. First of all, Lee-sang's essay Boredom, is dealt
with these boredom factors. The modernism is represented in his
literary works including essays. Considering the periodical background
of modern times, his entire life and idea that he sought, are very

suitable for handling the boredom. Therefore, Lee-sang's boredom can
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be divided into three steps when classified according to its
characteristics. In first step, there is a simple boredom by human's
feeling. Second step is an existential boredom that causes the futility
of existence. Third step is an absolute boredom that proceeds to the
state of enlightenment. That is a reason why I'm examined the
Lee-sang's boredom carefully. Because boredom changes the aspects
by human's emotion, it is vague like human's feeling. The meaning of
boredom, an ambiguous word, has to be established clearly in view of
emotional stream. This boredom is a very important principle in his
literature.

Today, Lee-sang's boredom has been rediscovered in many
respects. One of them is narcissism, and Becoming the pure
nonexistence of Human is associated with its paradox. In other words,
that is a state of empty shell or the personification of mere nothing.
This phenomenon is possible because boredom is universal not only to
Lee-sang but also to all human beings. Thus, this paper will be a
very important study that is very helpful to understand all kinds of

boredom's aspects that people including Lee-sang have in common.

Key words : boredom, modernity, Lee—-sang's essay, sense of identity,

ego, liberty, utopia, narcissism
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