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(Abstract)

A Study on Lee Si-yeong’s poetry

Koo, Hye-sook

Department of Creative Writing
Graduate School of Dankook University
Advising Professor : Kim, Soo Bok

A poem contains human basic emotions and the spirit of the age. Lee
Si-yeong has stuck to the encounter the emotions and the spirit of the age, then,
he made poems as such the voice of conscience of the age. Lee, from his first
collection of poems A Full Moony to the last and 13" collection "Hoya’s
Horses, embraced both political aspect of a poem which was aware of
democratic equality for the underprivileged and Ilyricism, what made a poem

itself.

The research studied a poetic transformation and his life of the age focusing
features of Lee’s poems. It took a special notice on a poetic qualification to
symbolize political aspects of poems. So, it tried to examine a state of tension

between political aspects and lyricism
Lee’s poems, from the beginning, have developed in a state of tension

between lyric poetry and a real world. He built his world of poetry sublimating

conflicts between lyricism immersing himself in his childhood and repressive
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politics in Korean modern history. Lyricism originating with his childhood

experiences were result from the effort to refine political awareness.

The research tried to reveal that the Lee’s poetry run through records of a
voice of the underprivileged, disappearing scene, losing period, and trampled life.
This was not limited to record a reality in our society and expanded to critics

and self-examination of domestic and foreign underprivileged.

Lyricism in his poems linked to political awareness organically and
implemented harmony of historical consciousness and art awareness based on
careful inspection. His poem didn’t lean toward pessimistic realization which it
contains but tried to reach coexistence as a peaceful community through

overcoming pessimism.

In his latter period, he sometimes conveyed informations tragedy in reality
realistically excluding subjectivity. This operated as objective evidence to reveal a
truth of real world. He gave undecorated informations which described violence
in a reality and expected the individual interpretation based on universal

conscience and truth.

The purpose of his poems, which provided a space for a social coexistence
and harmony and spoke about balance of life describing a various aspects of
lifetime, was to show a lost-core life in digital civilization. Moreover, it also
describe coexistence based on restoration of things from the past. It showed the

way the past, the old present, to become hopeful future.

Lee’s poetry contained continuous love of life and will to recover the essence
of life. So, it became not only a literary consolation on a devastated period but
also an inspiration for political awareness. As a natural consequence, how
literature connect revolutionary political awareness toward a new bright future

and a will of art was also revealed in his poems.
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In Lee Si-yeong’s poems, Human, nature, and history strongly connected each
other and provided a basis for a life. At the point of a battle with which broke
down a basis for a life, he tried to approach both an art of life and political
awareness. Thus, his poems recorded all processes of resist every phenomenon

against life and humanity.

Lyricism in Lee’s poems contained an art of life and poetic struggle continued
for securing a space for an art. Lee Si-yeong, as a poet, dreamed a world filled
with life through lyricism and also, aimed a world of coexistence and peace

through political awareness.

With his personal experience in rural area in his childhood, Lee noticed
causes of a pain and it became a basis of revolution through historical
awareness and political consciousness. So, his poems disclosed how main agents
of authority, from the colonial period to contemporary neoliberal period, control

and harm a society.

He emphasized continuously a position of poetry in a complex and volatile
society through his poems. The underlying power performed a function against a
violence of politics and a modulation of history and resisted to corrupt of
literature. His poems, with letting the power alive, surely showed the way to

rescue a society and literature with sincerity.
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