History of Chinese — Literary Chinese Syntax and Morphology I

1. Classical Chinese 173 and Literary Chinese 375

In principle, Classical Chinese refers to the language of jingdidn #XHi:

(Freg) ~ (|mFE) ~ (F|) ~ (E&|) ~ (i) ~ (A5)
)~ (BRE) -~ GasE) o () - (FEE) - (ET)

(£E) ~ (2%

Literary Chinese, on the other hand, includes the variety of Chinese that have been “written”
down in literary documents, much of which reflect the influence of spoken (vernacular) forms

of the time. This does not suggest that CC was not spoken.

2. Classical Chinese has no grammar? -- Norman’s (1988) response

Bimorphemic syllables

Fa 7 *ppt =bu K *pjog + zhi & *tjog
Wu 7] *mjot =wi # *mjag + zhi Z *tjog
Hé & *gap =hé fi] *gar +  bu A~ *pjog
Yan % *gwjan =ya A *gwjag +

n- (? ér*ff *njidx)
Also, 78 *njan = %I *njag + *n?

Morphological derivation with qu-tone

& duo (*dak) ‘to measure’ ; du(*dagh) ‘measure’

1T xing (*grang) ‘to walk, behave’ ;  xing (*grangh) ‘behavior, route’
% chuén (*drjuan) ‘to transmit’ ;  zhuan (*drjuanh) ‘a record’

B & (*?ak) ‘evil, to be evil® ; wu (*?agh) ‘to hate’

Morphological variation by initial voicing

B jian (*kianh) ‘to see’ ;  xian (*gianh) ‘to appear, be seen’
B i (*kigh) ‘to tie’ ; xi(*gigh) ‘to be attached’

% bei (*pogh) ‘back’ ;  bei (*bogh) ‘to turn back on’



2. Word Classes of Classical Chinese

The traditional Chinese way of classifying words is shici E#d - xici 7. More recent
(Western) way of classifying of words, as employed by Norman, is as follows.

2.1. substantive

a. nouns
(1) EEEMAX
(2) #fiz R

b. pronouns--demonstrative, personal, interrogative, indefinite
e, It (cf ci 2%), =, Hr

&, 5, W %, m, |, s E, Z R,

FTV (cf. VIY)

c. localizers

o, 78, mM, b, B, N, W, A, B &, B (NHANAY)

2.2. predicative

a. verbs
al. transitive (6) EEHENW
a2. intransitive (7) B
a3. causative (8) BEZcHIZZ
a4. putative (9) BIHMmHEA
a5. passive (10) EARAK

b. adjectives
= HGIREI etc.

c. auxiliary verbs

d. prepositions

ya I *?jag locative

ya R *gwijag locative

hu F *gwag locative

i H *dzidh ablative
you H *rogw ablative
wei Ay *gwjarh benefactive
yu Ed *ragx comitative

yi DA *rogx instrumental



(11) A/INFIR KT 8]
(12) HBEER K
(13) ZRHEITH

(14) EHFEFHH
(15) B2 LUK

e. Pro-verb

7w

f. Adverbs

B, O0n, R, E, &, W, 5, K, B (%, & are not adverbs)

g. Particles
FEHNEE (eg. )
e

h. Conjunctions
NEEN, NEN

1. Interjections

3. Sentence structures of Classical Chinese

a. Nominal/Verbal sentences
b. Negations

c. Imperative sentences

d. Questions

e. Sentential particles

f. Modal auxiliaries

g. Passive

h. Place and time adverbials
i. Nominal and verbal modification
Jj- Nominalization

k. Conjoining construction

al. SCEFRAN. A, 2.
e fL i fEEE? AT LA A Bl 2R

a2. DR FELIR T Bt
B AR ISR

b. A, 6, JE, E, 3, 7, K

dl. HIEEMAF? JERTFZKER?

ETk, HA
FAEE?

ARHFTRER.



d2. %, B, #, fl,etc.  FAZ? TRAE?

el. M1, &=, &%, H (<M+B), etc.
EHEEFER, KA AL eV ity NEIEN

e2. &, K
EENTHMECE » REEM -
EHEZR > HARZRAD
FKANGTEZ > AEmEITZ

f. k& 7], néng HE, yu AL, bi 4, yi H,za &,kénE etc.
qi H -- FEIHEHE. FEHFZ. HEEAT?

g EHEEREH
AR Ak
AN
AHIERT R

h.  TRIERFIE.
I BT A TR RE 7T
BH H BETT
FREHR
TR HZR?





