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Abstract

e Title of the Cultural Property: the Main Building of former Mokpo Teachers' College
e Cultural Property Registration No.: Registered Cultural Property No. 239

e Building Site: San-43 Yonghae—-dong, Mokpo City, Jeollanam Province, South Korea
e Year of Construction: 1950

The main building of former Mokpo Teachers' College was first built in 1950 and
underwent two times of additional structural work in 1954 and 1961 to become as it is
now. At the time, the building served as the administration and classroom building of
Mokpo Teachers' College. This college got its governmental accreditation in October
1946 and started educating students into elementary school teachers in the southwestern
part of the Jeollanam Province. Currently, the building houses the graduate schools of
business administration and public administration and the lifetime education center of
Mokpo National University.

The 2-story building is built of stone. The floor plan of the building is rectangular in

' 1

a shape and is symmetrical with the central hall in the middle. As a result, it offers a
sense of balance and also has a grandiose feeling which stone buildings usually provide.
From end to end of the hall exists a one-sided corridor with the classrooms to the
south. The width of the corridor is 2.3 m, which is wide enough to rival that of a
modern school corridor.

A 4-bay structure is adopted on the left and right sides of the central entrance. On
the first floor are &8 classrooms. There are 4 classrooms on the left and one
classroom(8.7 by 6.9 m) on the right with one large classroom that is as spacious as 3
normal classrooms. The central entrance hall(7 by 8 m)in the building is open up to the
2nd floor.

The building is of a brick-layer style with stone panels attached to the interior and
exterior of the walls. The exterior walls are 460 mm thick and the interior walls
between classroom and corridor are 360 mm thick. The exterior stone laying has 22
layers and the vertical length are not even because of different stone sizes. The bottom
of the second floor is framed with ferro-concrete beams and concrete slabs. The
distance between beams is as narrow as 2.3 m with 4.6 m distance in the corridor. All
the beams are placed on the stone base without any concrete columns.

There are 59 trusses with 1.7 m interval between them on the roof. The roof frame
is of a big gable truss structure made of pine wood. The length of the truss measures
10,900 mm and the height of the big gable is 3,070 mm.

The main building of former Mokpo Teachers' College was the first large public

structure built by local engineers after the end of the Japanese colonial rule and is a
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precious relic that allows a glimpse into the history of the stone building structure in
Mokpo. In other words, foreigners from the United States and Japan had built stone
buildings (residences, schools, churches, etc.) since the opening of the port in 1897 and
the trend continued until after the liberation.

The reason why there abounds many stone building is that there are some mountains
like Mt. Yoodal where plenty of easy—to-process sedimentary rock is available.

The stone used for this building was excavated by the inmates of the Mokpo prison
from a quarry in Sanjeong-dong village. At the time, stone was widely used not only for

buildings but also for the embankments and walls of ordinary houses.
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