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Eungwa Head House, Seongju

This is the site of the house where Yi U, the first person of the Seongsan Yi Clan to move to this village, had
lived. In 1721, Yi U’s 9th-generation descendant, Yi I-sin (1689-1744), obtained the property and established
a head house. A head house is a residence passed down by the male successors of a family lineage.

The main buildings of the property were rebuilt by Yi I-sin’s great-grandson Yi Gyu-jin (1763-1822), and the
house later underwent several repairs. In the 2010s, several auxiliary buildings were added to the complex.
The house now consists of nine buildings including a men’s quarters, women’s quarters, and shrine.

The name Eungwa was the pen name of Yi Gyu-jin’s son, Yi Won-jo (1792-1871). The house is also known
as Bukbi House, meaning “the house that faces north.” This name is related to Yi Seok-mun (1713-1773),
the son of Yi I-sin and the grandfather of Yi Gyu-jin. After passing the state examination for military officials
in 1739, Yi Seok-mun was placed in charge of protecting Crown Prince Sado (1735-1762). In 1762, the
crown prince’s father, King Yeongjo (r. 1724-1776), had his son’s title removed and ordered that he be
locked in a rice chest on account of his misconduct. During this incident, Yi Seok-mun carried the crown
prince’s young son (later King Jeongjo, b. 1752, r. 1776-1800) on his back and pushed past royal guards into
the throne hall so that the boy could plead in tears to his grandfather to spare his father’s life. Because of
this action, Yi Seok-mun was removed from office and returned to his hometown. In 1774, he had the main
gate to his house face north, which is an unconventional direction, in order to be oriented toward the royal
palace in longing for Crown Prince Sado. It is said that when his grandson Yi Gyu-jin passed the state
examination in 1783, King Jeongjo specially called upon Yi Gyu-jin to commend his grandfather’s service
and inquired if the main gate of their family house still faced north.
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