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Abstract

Traditional Public Schools and Confucian Shrines
Architecture(hyanggyogunchuk, #Fd%)

in Gyeongsangbukdo Province, Korea

Northern and Eastern Regions

(The Fourth Research Report of Confucian Architecture in Korea)

Introduction

From the late Goryo dynasty (918-1392, i) to the Joseon dynasty (1392-1910, ##fif), a public
school (hyanggyo, ##%) was built in each county and prefecture in Korea. It was a
government policy to promote Confucianism that was the political ideology of the ruling
class.

The school consisted of two parts: studying and ritual areas. The former was a public
school and the latter a Confucian shrine.

The Confucian shrine was for memorial services, consisting of four buildings: a main hall
(daesungjeon, K%, a shrine for Confucius and his disciples), two flanking halls (east
hall, dongmu, #Jiit and west hall, secomu, i, shrines for famous Confucian scholars), and
an inner-gatehouse (naesammun, (& ~[").

The school consisted of four buildings: a lecture hall (myeongryundang, W), two
flanking buildings (the east, dongjae #7% and the west, seojae 475) as well as an outer
gatehouse (oesammun %+ -["]). The two flanking buildings (Dongjae and the Seojae) are
dormitories on the east and the west accommodating a number of students.

Other facilities in the Hyanggyo include administration office (Gyojiksa, {2t 7) for the
school managers, and a two-storied pavilion near the main gate of the Hyanggyo for resting

and poetry meeting.




1. The Hyanggyo in Gyeongju (M%)

Located in Gyeongju, this is an architectural complex designed as No.191, Tangible Cultural
Property of Gyeongsangbukdo Province. The complex faces south with an axis. Its shrine
comprises a main hall (daesunjeon), two flanking buildings (yangmu, ifii, meaning
Dongmu and Seomu) and a gatehouse (naesammun). Its school comprises a lecture hall
(myeongryundang). two flanking buildings (yangjac p{%%, mecaning dongjac and scojac) and
an outer gatehouse (oesammun).

The main hall (daeseongjeon) is a building of three by three bays in plan. It has a gabled
roof and bracket sets of Ikgong-style (¥ T). The existent building was reconstructed in 2002,
and the original one is believed to be built in the early 17" century. The new one is higher
than the old one.

The lecture hall (myeongryundang) is five by three bays in size with a gabled roof. Its
bracket sets are made in the Ikgong style (¥ 17). A bracket set of higher column (k) is

unique. There are stupa remains found in the base of the building.

2. The Hyanggyo in Youngcheon (7 JI| 58#%)

The main hall (daesungjeon) is designated as No.161, National Treasure. The lecture hall
(myeongryundang) is located in front of the main hall (daesungjeon) along the axis facing
south. There are Yangjae and Yangmu in the complex.

The main hall (daesungjeon) is five by three bays in plan, having a gabled roof. The ends of
bracket sets are curved, which is believed Chinese style.

The lecture hall (myeongryundang) is five by three bays in size with a gabled roof. The
section of buyeon ({#f%) is not a square but a rectangular, which is similar to that in the

Daesungjeon.
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3. The Hyanggyo in Heunghae (HLif#1%)

The Daesungjeon of the Hyanggyo in Heunghae is designated as No. 87, Cultural Material.
The Daesungjeon and the Myeongryundang are positioned along the same axis. Except
Daesungjeon and Dongmu, all buildings are reconstructions after Korean War.

The Daesungjeon is three by two-bay building with a wooden floor, covered by a gabled
roof. Its bracket scts is the Ikgong style.

The Myeongryundang is five by two-bays, having a hipped and gabled roof and Ikgong
styled bracket sets.

A pavilion called Tachwaru ( XHIf%) is two storied, five by one bays in plan, having Ikgong

styled bracket sets and a gabled roof.

4. The Hyanggyo in Cheongha (i n45f%)

The Daesungjeon of the Hyanggyo in Cheongha is designated as No. 323, Cultural Material.
It was relocated in the late Joseon Dynasty. The Daesungjeon and the Myeongryundang do
not share the same axis.

The Daesungjeon is a three by three-bay structure, having a gabled roof. It has excellent
paintings inside and outside.

The Myeongryundang is four by two-bay in plan with a small wooden floor in front. The
building is covered by a hipped and gabled roof with Ikgong-styled bracket sets. The front
elevation of the building is four bays-even number, which is quite unusual. Generally

speaking, bay number is odd in Korea.




5. The Hyanggyo in Yeonil (4L H 45§%)

The Dasesungjeon of the Hyanggyo in Yeonil is designated as No.l, Cultural Material. It
shows a typical arrangement: the Daesungjeon at the back and the Myeongryundang in
front. There is a little difference between the axis of the ritual area and that of the studying
area.

The Daesungjeon is three by two-bays, having a gabled roof with Ikgong-styled bracket
sets. It is rare that the bracket sets are made in three-folded Ikkong-style. In the complex,
there are neither Dongmu nor Seomu, Dongmu was built instead, as well as a building for
storing ritual objects (jegigo %5 #t/i).

The Myeongryundang is five by two-bays, having a hipped and gabled roof with Ikgong

styled brackets sets. It seemed that the original plan of the building is three by three bays.

6. The Hyanggyo in Janggi (& %451%)

The Hyanggyo in Janggi is designated as No.327, Cultural Material. The ritual area is in the
west and the studying area the east, this layout is, somehow, unusual.

The Daesungjeon is a three by two-bay building toped with a gabled roof. Its bracket sets
are the Ikgong style. There are paintings of dragon. Comparing the complex with others, it
is smaller in site plan.

The Myeongryundang has a four by two-bay plan, a hipped and gabled roof and Ikgong
styled bracket sets. Many roofing tiles bare Chinese letters. As the Hyanggyo is located on

the seaside, it has wooden components shaped as fish.




7. The Hyanggyo in Yeongyang (J&f5454%)

The Hyanggyo in Yeongyang is designated as No. 75, Cultural Material. The Oesammun is
a five by one-bay gatehouse and only the center bay is used as a gate.

The Daesungjeon is five by three bays, and has a gabled roof with Ikgong-styled brackets.
There is a vacant front bay in front and dragon paintings in the center part of beams.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bay and has a gabled roof with Ikgong-styled brackets.
The shape of the roof looks like a * 1" . The central three bays are wooden floored, and two

rooms eachs.

8. The Hyanggyo in Yeongju (45N%4%)

The Hyanggyo in Yeongju is designated as No.23, Cultural Material. It is oriented to the
south. The Daesungjeon and the Myeongryundang are positioned along the south-north
axis. The Yangjae is located behind the Myeongryundang.

The Daesungjeon is three by three bays in plan, having a gabled roof with the Ikgong-
styled brackets. The forms of the bracket sets are different between front and rear. And, it
hasa “J|° shaped lattice window for lighting.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays in plan, having a gabled roof with the Ikgong-
styled brackets. It was moved to the present site in 1993.

The pavilion, called Yeongguiru(akiifh), is five by one bays in plan, having a gabled roof.

Originally, it functioned as a main gate was moved to the present site in 1991.

Abstract
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9. The Hyanggyo in Sunheung (Jifi EL4[%)

The Hyanggyo in Sunheung is designated as No. 317, Cultural Material. Oriented to the
south, it was relocated and reconstructed three times.

The Daesungjeon is a three by four-bay building, having a gabled roof with Ikgong-styled
brackets. The stone bases of the building are reused material from old pagoda and stone
lantern. The characteristics of the building are structurally seven longitudinal beams, and
architecturally four bays in front.

The Myeongryundang, four by three bays, has a hipped and gabled roof with brackets of
the Ikgong style. Generally, the bay number of Korea architecture is odd, but this building
has four bays. Columns of the building were make in two ways: square section and circular

section.

10. The Hyanggyo in Uiseong (35%4%)

The Hyanggyo in Uiseong is designated as No.150, Tangible Cultural Property. The
Daesungjeon is located in the east side and the Myeongryundang the north-west side. And,
there is a pavilion in front of Myeongryundang.

The Daesungjeon, five by three bays in plan, has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. High columns (;5fF) and the chungryang beam ({fif) are structurally special, the
latter is usually used in hipped and gabled roof.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays in plan and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-

styled brackets. The front and rear are different in design.
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11. The Hyanggyo in Bonghwa (Z{L%f%)

The Hyanggyo in Bonghwa is designated as No.253, Tangible Cultural Property. The plan of
Gyojiksa (#1&5 %, a house for service man) is a ‘©w  shaped. A ceremony hall,
Jeonsacheong (HijidliE, a house for ceremonial preparation) is located in front of the
Daesungjeon, and its plan is similar to an ordinary house and Jegigo.

The Daesungjeon is three by three bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. It looks simple outside, but the 7-beam structure is magnificent inside.

The Myeongryundang is four by two bays and has a hipped and gabled roof with the

Ikgong-styled brackets. It shows a similar method of woodwork to the Daesungjeon.

12. The Hyanggyo in Jinbo (iE ${%}%)

The Hyanggyo in Jinbo is designated as No.201, Tangible Cultural Property. There is neither
Dongmu nor Seomu. The Daesungjeon and the Myeongryundang are oriented to the south
along an axis.

The Daesungjeon is three by three bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. A double-column system is used in front (two columns at each bracket set) and
fire sidewalls.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays and has a hipped and gabled roof with the

Ikgong-styled brackets. The building has a small wooden floor in front.




13. The Hyanggyo in Gunwui (3 5%)

The Hyanggyo in Gunwui is designated as No.185, Cultural Material. The arrangement of
the Hyanggyo is oriented to the south with the Myeongryundang in front and the
Daesungjeon at the rear, and other buildings left and right.

The Daesungjeon is three by three bays and has a hipped-and gabled roof with the Ikgong-
styled bracket sets. The high columns and the front column are the same in height. And the
building has a double basement in front.

The Myeongryundang is six by two bays and has a gabled roof, with the Ikgong-sytle
bracket sets. Four bays in the center are finished with wooden floors, and one bay at each
side. The shape of the roof makes a "I pattern, which is typical in the Gyeonsangbukdo

province.

14. The Hyanggyo in Bian (b2 454%)

The Daesungjeon is designated as No.263, Cultural Material. The Daesungjeon and the
Myeoungyundang each with its own axis. There is a pavilion and a pond in front of the
Myeongryundang.

The Daesungjeon is five by three bays and has a gabled roof. Brackets are made in the
Ikgong style. It has a brilliant painting inside as well as outside.

The Myeongryundang is four by two bays and has a gabled roof. Brackets are made in the
Ikgong style. Two bays in the middle of the building are finished with a wood floor and the
two end bays are heated floors (ondol {fi%¢). It has a high platform where the fireplace is

located.
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15. The Hyanggyo in Yean (jifi & %fF%)

The Hyanggyo in Yean is designated as No. 28, Tangible Cultural Prosperity. The
Daesungjeon is located in the eastern part and the Myeongryundang, the western part.
There is no Yangmu.

The Daesungjeon is a three by three-bay building, having a gabled roof. Brackets are in the
Ikgong style. A "I shaped short column (daegong 5- 1) is located on the upper beam, and
a column of square section is used only in the center bay in front.

The Myeongryundang is four by two bays and has a hipped-and-gabled roof with the
Ikgong-styled brackets. It looks like a two-storied building in front, having only one storey
in the western part. Normally, it has two stories called Dongsil (east room) and Seosil (west

room).

16. The Hyanggyo in Yonggung (fit: = 451%)

The Hyanggyo in Yonggung is designated as No.210, Tangible Cultural Property. The
Oesammun, Sesimru, Myeongryundang and Daesungjeon are all located along the south
axis and the north. Interestingly, a pavilion called Sesimru ([ M%) has seven bays in front.
The Dongjae is symmetrical in plan, having five bays in front.

The Daesungjeon. three by three bays. has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled brackets. It
shows excellent skills of wood carving and stonework.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays and has a hipped and gabled roof with the
Ikgong-styled brackets. The skill of entasis in columns is very good. The building has a

small wooden floor in front.




17. The Hyanggyo in Seonsan (%111%%)

The Hyanggyo in Seonsan is designated as No.123, Cultural Material. The Hyanggyo faces
south, the Daesungjeon and Myeongryundang are built along the south axis and the north,
respectively. There is no Yangmu and Yangjae.

The Daesungjeon is a five by three-bay building, having a gabled roof with the Ikgong-
styled brackets. Stone slabs are used to pave the platform, which is a traditional skill in
Korean architecture. There are some differences in painting and carving between the front-
and the rear-elevation design.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. A pavilion (called Cheongaru ##:f%) has seven by one bays in plan, and has a
gabled roof with the Tkgong-styled brackets. It has an additional room at the rear side of

each end bay, used as the Yangjae.

18. The Hyanggyo in Gaeryung ([ %45F%)

The Daesungjeon is designated as No.119, Cultural Material. There is neither Yangmu nor
Naesammun, but two rooms used as Jegigo.

The Daesungjeon is a three by four bay building, having a gabled roof with the Ikgong-
styled brackets. Many components of an old stone pagoda are reused in the building as base
stones. The building is a seven-beam structure, which is magnificent.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled

brackets. It’s main entrance is not located in the front but in rear.
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19. The Hyanggyo in Pyeonghae (“-if%)

The Daesungjeon is designated as No.160, Cultural Material. There is neither Yangmu nor
Daesungjeon. Myeongryundang and Taechwaru are similar in design.

The Daesungjeon is five by three bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. Interestingly, the brackets in front and rear are different in style.

The Myeongryundang is five by two bays and has a hipped and gabled roof with the
Ikgong-styled brackets. In the front bay, the ratio between floor and room is 2:1.

A pavilion (called Tachwaru, KF1f%) rebuilt in 1977 is five by three bays and has a hipped

and gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled brackets.

20. The Hyanggyo in Uljin (EfE245%)

The Daesungjeon is designated as No.159, Cultural Material. All buildings in the complex
were rebuilt after Korean War, except the Daesungjeon.

The Daesungjeon is five by three bays and has a gabled roof with the Ikgong-styled
brackets. The building is a seven-beam structure, which looks magnificent.

The Myeongryundang is four by two bays and has a hipped and gabled roof with the
Ikgong-styled brackets. It was constituted on a sloped site, appearing as a pavilion in front.
Originally, there was a pavilion in front of the Myeongryundang, but it was burnt down

during Korean War.
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