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Traditional Architecture of Public School and Confucian Shrine
(hyanggyogunchuk, $FcHE4L)
in Gyeongsangnam-do, Korea

(The Fifth Research Report of Confucian Architecture in Korea)

Introduction

From the late Goryeo dynasty (918-1392, ) to the Joseon dynasty (1392-1910, #Hfif), a

public school (hvanggvo. #2) was built in each county and prefecture in Korea. It was a
government policy to promote Confucianism that was the political ideology of the ruling
class.

The school consisted of two parts: studying and ritual areas. The former was a public
school and the latter a Confucian shrine.

The Confucian shrine was for memorial services, consisting of four buildings: a main hall
(daesungjeon, KixMz a shrine for Confucius and his disciples). two flanking halls (east
hall, dongmu, %l and west hall, seomu, 4, shrines for famous Confucian scholars), and
an inner-gatehouse (naesammun, N —~[")).

The school consisted of four buildings: a lecture hall (myeongrvundang., i), two
flanking buildings (the east, dongjae %75 and the west, seojae 47%) as well as an outer
gatehouse (oesammun %% —["]). The two flanking buildings (Dongjae and the Seojae) are
dormitories on the east and the west accommodating a number of students.

Other facilities in the Hvanggvo include administration office (Gvojiksa, %) for the
school managers, and a two-storied pavilion near the main gate of the Hvanggvo for resting

and poetry meeting.
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1. Gijang Hyanggyo

Busan Metropolitan City Monument No. 39

With a lecture hall in the front and a shrine hall in the back. the arrangement of the
buildings in this ancient school is typical of hvanggvo, local state-run public educational
institutions that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times. One notable
difference, however, is that the compound stands on a steep slope and is divided into three
levels.

On the lowest level is the main entrance, a pavilion-like gate named Punghwaru. The
second level has a lecture hall, named Myeongnvundang. which is flanked by two
dormitories. The top level is a sacred area with the main shrine Daeseongjeon standing
upon a three-tier stone terrace.

Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and three bays deep. It has a gabled roof with double
caves and wing-like brackets. a parquet floor, and windows only across the front.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is five by two bays. Its roof is gabled and has wing-like
brackets. The roof has double eaves at the front and single eaves at the back. At the center
of the building is a three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a one-
bay-wide room with a heatable floor.

Punghwaru, located justpast the main gate, is a two-story pavilion-type structure three bays
wide and two bays deep. It has a half-hipped roof with double eaves supported by wing-like

brackets.

2. Dongnae Hyanggyo

Busan Metropolitan City Tangible Cultural Property No. 6

This Confucian shrine-academy is divided into an educational area and a shrine area, each
enclosed with walls and connected by a gate. The educational area has a lecture hall
flanked by two dormitories, and the shrine area has a main shrine flanked by two smaller
worship halls. Another building resembling a private house located to the northeast of the
lecture hall was used as administrative office.

This public school, like other hvanggvo. a state-run educational institution of ancient times,



the educational area in the front and the shrine area in the back. However. it is not a typical
hyanggvo as the buildings are not symmetrically arranged along a single axis.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is five bays wide and three bays deep. It has a hipped and
gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets. It has no front porch.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is also five bays by three bays and has a hipped and
gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets. At the center of the building is a
three-bay hall with a parquet floor. A room with a heatable floor and a pair of doors across
the front flanks it. Both rooms have a narrow veranda on the front.

The main gate Banhwaru is a two-story pavilion-type structure of five by three bays. Its
roof is hipped and gabled and has double eaves and wing-like brackets. The lower level has

three entryways and the upper level has an open hall with a parquet floor.

3. Eonyang Hyanggyo

Ulsan Metropolitan City Tangible Cultural Property No. 8

With a lecture hall in the front and a shrine hall in the back, the arrangement of the
buildings in this ancient school is typical of hvanggvo. local state-run public educational
institutions that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times. The educational
area, which is accessed through the main gate Ipdeokmun, has a lecture hall at the center
with a dormitory to the right and a pavilion to the left. The shrine area. with the main
Daeseongjeon shrine at the center, is approached through an inner gate.

The main shrine is three bays wide and three bays deep. It has a parquet floor and a gabled
roof with wing-like brackets. It has no front porch.

The lecture hall is five bays across and three bays deep. It has a hipped and gabled roof
with single eaves supported by wing-like brackets. At the center of the building is a hall
with a parquet floor and to each side of it is a one-bay-wide room with a heatable floor. The
two rooms have a narrow veranda across the front. There is a four-panel door on each of the

three bays at the center of the front of the building, and a panel window on both side bays.

4. Ulsan Hyanggyo

Ulsan Metropolitan City Tangible Cultural Property No. 7

Abstract
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This is a hyanggyo, a local public school that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in
ancient times. Standing on a gentle slope, it follows the typical ground plan of ancient
Confucian shrine-academies with the school buildings and the shrine buildings oriented
along a north-south axis in a symmetrical arrangement with the educational area in the front
and the shrine area behind it. The two areas, each with a main hall and two side halls, one
to the east of the main hall and one to the west. are enclosed with walls to form independent
spaces. The main gate leads into the educational area and a smaller gate leads from the
educational area into the shrine arca.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and three bays deep, and has a gabled
roof with single eaves and wing-like brackets. The front of the building is finished with
wood panels. and the side and back walls are made of brick to be fireproof. The floor is
parquet. There is no front porch.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is five by two bays and it has a hipped and gabled roof
with wing-like brackets. At the center of the building is a hall with a parquet floor and to
each side of it is a room with a heatable floor. The two rooms have narrow verandas across
the front.

The maingate Cheongwonnu is a pavilion-type structure five bays wide and two bays deep.
The lower level has three entryways and the upper level has an open hall with a parquet

floor. The roof is a hipped and gabled and has double eaves and wing-like brackets.

5. Geoje Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 206

The educational and shrine areas of this hyanggyo, a local state-run public educational
institution that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times, are situated back to
back. but the educational area in the front is arranged to embrace the shrine area to the rear.
Consequently, the educational area is loosely arranged in contrast to the closely organized
shrine area. The main gate is located between the two areas.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is five bays wide and two bays deep. It has a cement floor
and a gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets. It has a porch running the full

length of the facade.
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The lecture hall Myeongnyvundang is also five by two bays, but its gabled roof has no
brackets and is finished with decorative end tiles. At the center of the building is a three-
bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor. There

are doors only on the front of the building.

6. Gimhae Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 217

The educational and shrine areas of this hyanggyo. a local state-run public educational
institution that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times, are situated back to
back on a slope with the educational area in the front. The buildings in the educational area
are arranged symmetrically, with the lecture hall and the main gate located on the same axis
and a dormitory to the east of the hall and one to the west, facing each other. The shrine
area, which is accessed by a gate from the educational area. consists of the main shrine and
two worship halls. The two areas stand on different levels.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and three bays deep. It has a parquet
floor and a gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets.

The lecture hall Myeongnvundang is five by two bays. At the center of the building is a
three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor.
Each front bay has a door and a porch, which has a small veranda with a railing at the west
end. The roof is gabled and has double eaves and wing-like brackets.

The main gate Punghwaru is a pavilion-type structure with a hipped and gabled roof” with

wing-like brackets. It is three by two bays in plan.

7. Miryang Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 214

The arrangement of the buildings of this hyanggyo. a local public school that also
functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times. is somewhat unique in that the
educational and shrine areas are located almost horizontally, with the latter standing slightly

behind to the northeast.
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The educational area is entered by way of the main gate. named Punghwaru. It has a lecture
hall named Mvyeongnyundang and two dormitories, one to the east of the lecture hall and
one to the west.

The educational area is connected to the shrine area by a gate that is nine bays wide. In the
shrine area is the main shrine Daeseongjeon and two halls.

The main shrine is three bays by two bays. It has a gabled roof with double eaves supported
by wing-like brackets and a floor of long wooden boards.

The lecture hall is five bays wide and two bays deep, and it has a gabled roof with wing-
like brackets. At the center of the building is a three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each
side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor. The central hall has a narrow veranda across
the back.

The main gate is a two-story pavilion-type structure with a hipped and gabled roof with

double eaves and wing-like brackets. It is three by two bays in plan.

8. Gonyang Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 221

This hvanggvo, a local public school that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in
ancient times, is located on a slope, with its educational and shrine areas standing
side by side. The two areas are completely separated and accessed through different
gates. Between the main gate and inner gate of the shrine area is a space for ritual
purposes. Two auxiliary worship halls once flanked the main shrine but they were
lost in a fire.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and two bays deep, and has a
gabled roof with double eaves supported by wing-like brackets. A veranda runs the
full width of the front. Across the back is a narrow corridor formed by square
pillars supporting the edges of the rafters reinforced with square beams. The roof is
decorated with end tiles. The floor of the shrine is covered with lime.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is five bays wide and one and a half bays deep.
At the center of the building is a three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side

of the hall is a room with a heatable floor. The roof is gabled and has double eaves



only on the front and no brackets.
The Punghwaru gate is a pavilion-type structure three bays wide and two bays
deep. It has a hipped and gabled roof with wing-like brackets and the eaves have

curved supports.

9. Sacheon Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 220

The shrine area and educational area of this ancient Confucian shrine-academy
(hyanggyo)are located side by side. Both areas are now accessed by way of the
main gate. but in ancient times, the educational area was entered by way of a
passage beneath the Punghwaru pavilion. The main worship hall Daeseongjeon.
which is at the center of the compound. seems oversized in view of the overall
scale of the compound.

Daeseongjeon is five bays wide and four bays deep, but it appears to have been
originally three by two bays. It has a mud floor covered with straw mats and across
the front of the building is a porch. The roof is gabled and has double eaves
supported by wing-like brackets.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is four by two bays. It has a gabled roof with
double eaves only on the front and no brackets. At the center of the building is a
two-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a one-bay room with a
heatable floor.

Punghwaru, which previously served as the entrance to the educational area. is a
pavilion-type structure three bays wide and two bays deep. Its roof is a hipped and

gabled but has no brackets.

10. Yangsan Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 205

With a lecture hall in the front and a shrine hall in the back, the arrangement of the
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buildings in this ancient school is typical of hvanggvo, local state-run public
educational institutions that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times.
One notable feature is that the educational area is on flat land and the shrine area is
on a slope behind it.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and three bays deep. It has a
hipped and gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets. It has no front
porch and has windows only across the front. The floor is brick.

The lecture hall Myveongnvundang is five by two bays and has a hipped and gabled
roof with wing-like brackets. Double eaves on the front of the roof give the facade
a heavy look. At the center of the building is a three-bay hall with a parquet floor.
A room with a heatable floor and a pair of doors across the front flanks it.

The main gate Pungveongnu is a pavilion-type structure with a hipped and gabled

roof that has no brackets. It is three by two bays in plan.

11. Jinju Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 50

Although most other ancient Confucian shrine-academies (hvanggvo) are located
on flat land with a gentle hillock behind, this one stands on a steep slope. with all
the important buildings (the main gate, the lecture hall, the inner gate and the main
shrine) facing south on different levels. Nonetheless, the ground plan is typical of
hyanggyo with the educational and shrine areas located back to back, with the
educational area in the front and connected to the shrine area by a stairway.

The shrine area includes the main shrine and two auxiliary halls, one to the east and
one to the west. The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and two bays
deep. and has a hipped and gabled roof featuring wing-like brackets and double
eaves with arched supports. It has a parquet floor and the ceiling is partially
coffered. There are short verandas on both sides of the building toward the front.
The lecture hall Myeongnvundang is four by three bays and its roof is gabled, has
double eaves supported by wing-like brackets, and is finished with decorative end

tiles. At the center of the building is a two-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each



side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor and a veranda across the front.

The main gate Punghwaru is a two-story pavilion-type structure three bays wide
and two bays deep. The first level has three entryways and the second level has an
open hall with a parquet floor. The roof a is hipped and gabled. and has double eaves

supported by wing-like brackets.

12. Changwon Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 135

The educational and shrine areas of this hvanggvo. a local state-run public
educational institution that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times,
are situated back to back with the educational area in the front. The educational
area consists of a lecture hall, two dormitories and the main gate. The shrine area
has a main shrine, two smaller worship halls and a gate.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and two bays deep. It has a
parquet floor and a gabled roof with double eaves and wing-like brackets. The front
porch has walls at both ends.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is five by two bays in plan. It has a hipped and
gabled roof with wing-like brackets. At the center of the building is a three-bay hall
with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor. Each

bay on the front has a door.

The maingate Punghwaru is a pavilion-type structure with a hipped and gabled roof

featuring wing-like brackets. It is three bays wide and two bays deep.

13. Tongyeong Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 218

The educational and shrine areas of this hvanggvo. a local state-run public
educational institution that also functioned as a Confucian shrine in ancient times.

are situated back to back. The lecture hall and the main shrine stand along the same
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axis, but the main gate and the inner gate are not aligned on the same axis. The roof
ridges of the main gate, lecture hall and main shrine are fortified with lime and
white clay., which is rarely found on hyanggyo buildings.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and two and a half bays deep. It
has a parquet floor and a gabled roof that has wing-like brackets, double eaves with
curved supports and decorative end tiles. There is no porch.

The lecture hall Mveongnyundang is five by two bays in plan. It has a hipped and
gabled roof with single eaves but no brackets. At the center of the building is a
three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a room with a
heatable floor.

The maingate Punghwaru is a pavilion-type structure three bays wide and two bays
deep. It has a hipped and gabled roof with wing-like brackets and arched eaves

supports.

14. Geochang Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 230

The shrine area and educational area of this ancient Confucian shrine-academy
(hvanggvo) are arranged parallel from right to left. The educational area comprises
a lecture hall, two dormitories and a gate. The shrine area has a main shrine and a

gate but it does not have the two auxiliary worship halls found at other hvanggvo.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and three bays deep. Its roof is a
hipped and gabled half-hipped with wing-like brackets and has double eaves on the
front. Aporch runs the full width of the facade, stressing the ceremonial function of
the building. The floor is covered with tiles, and the walls are partially treated with
mud and stones to make them fireproof.

The lecture hall Mveongnvundang is five by two bays in plan. It has a gabled roof
with wing-like brackets. At the center of the building is a three-bay hall with a
parquet floor. To each side of the hall is a room with a heatable floor.

The main gate Chunpungnu is a two-story pavilion-like structure three bays wide



and two bays deep. The first level has an entryway on each bay and the second

level has an open hall with a parquet floor.

15. Goseong Hyanggyo

Gyeongsangnam-do Tangible Cultural Property No. 219

This hyvanggvo, a local state-run public educational institution that also functioned
as a Confucian shrine in ancient times, has an educational area and a shrine area
situated back to back on a gentle slope with the educational area in the front. The
educational area comprises a lecture hall, two dormitories and the main gate. The
dormitories are not placed symmetrically. The shrine area comprising the main
shrine, two auxiliary halls and a gate. has a more secluded feeling.

The main shrine Daeseongjeon is three bays wide and two and a half bays deep. It
has a parquet floor and a gabled roof with wing-like brackets, double eaves and
decorative end tiles.

The lecture hall Myeongnyundang is five bays wide and two and a half bays deep.
At the center of the building is a three-bay hall with a parquet floor. To each side of
the hall is a room with a heatable floor. The roof is a hipped and gabled with single
eaves but no brackets.

The maingate Punghwaru is a pavilion-type structure three by two bays in plan. It

has a hipped and gabled roof with wing-like brackets and double eaves.
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