History of Chinese — Syntax and Morphology

1. Classical Chinese 73 and Literary Chinese X &

In principle, Classical Chinese refers to the language of jingdidn ZSHi:

(Frig) ~ (aFE) ~ (AR) -~ (&R -~ (Bid) ~ (AR) ~ (£F) - (&%
)~ (ERE) -~ Gasg) o (D) o (EL) > (&EF) -
Literary Chinese, on the other hand, includes the variety of Chinese that have been “written”
down in literary documents, much of which reflect the influence of spoken (vernacular) forms

of the time. This does not suggest that CC was not spoken.

2. Classical Chinese has no grammar? -- Norman’s response

Bimorphemic syllables

Fa #f *pjot =bu K *pjog + zhi 7 *tjog

Wu 7] *mjot =wua fft *mjag + zhi 7 *tjog

Hé & * gap =hé fa] *gar +  bu A *pjog

Yan & *gwjan =ya ¥ *gwjag + *n- (? &r [ *njidx)

Also, ZX *njan = %I *njag+ *n ?

Morphological derivation with qu-tone

f& duo (*dak) ‘to measure’ ; du (*dagh) ‘measure’

1T xing (*grang) ‘to walk, behave’ ;  xing (*grangh) ‘behavior, route’
{# chuan (*drjuan) ‘to transmit’ ;  zhuan (*drjuanh) ‘a record’

T ¢ (*ak) ‘evil, to be evil’ ;  wu (*?agh) ‘to hate’

Morphological variation by initial voicing

H, jian (*kianh) ‘to see’ ;  xian (*gianh) ‘to appear, be seen’
L ji (*kigh) ‘to tie’ ;  xi(*gigh) ‘to be attached’
7 béi (*pagh) ‘back’ ;  beéi (*bogh) ‘to turn back on’

2. Word Classes of Classical Chinese

The traditional Chinese way of classifying words is shici E3d - xiici §EzE. More recent
(Western) way of classifying of words, as employed by Norman, is as follows.

2.1. substantive
a. nouns

(1) ZEZMAK
(2) .z R



b. pronouns--demonstrative, personal, interrogative, indefinite
e, BE (cf.cl 22), &, #7
%9 %’ ﬁ / 5&9 ﬁ’ E@’ % / :/Eéﬁ ZB %9

Fff V (cf. V HY)
% Personal pronouns
Ist person: & *2a>wi FElja+ > il
 *2aj+>wo & *lja>yu
2nd person: ¥ *nja+ > ri f*nj = > ér
3rd person: & *tj > zhi
H *kr() > qi (Cf.) tF yi, 3 qu, ft td?

c. localizers

B, P, B, dE B R AL O HL TR, T (NHANAY)

% Measure words?

FHE:  ATHRA 16 people SEESE 100 Qidng (a non-Han
nationality)

PEfE: E+=E  10jades EM\E 38 sheep (Mt sa ‘thirty”)
BEEl:  FS=UC 3 horses (IC pi)
Post-J%: —UC 3 horses

2.2. predicative

a. verbs
al. transitive (6) ZEER
a2. intransitive (7) B2

a3. causative (8) BRARHNZ
ad. putative 9) BXymiEA
aS. passive (10) EARI:AE

b. adjectives
£E, BRFEL et



c. auxiliary verbs

d. prepositions

ya I *?ag locative

ya 7 *owjag locative

ha -F *owag locative

zi B *dzidh ablative

you FH *rogw ablative

wel [y *gwjarh benefactive
yu Ei *ragx comitative
yi DA *rogx instrumental

(11) R/ NFIRYRFTZ M
(12) AEETTK
(13) Rt

(14) HH[EFEH
(15) B2 DK

e. Pro-verb

f. Adverbs
[l;Elb’ /jj—\‘a %’ 9 EE'—’ a,ﬁa ji’ H%L:» % (/5'\9 :I%: are nOt adVerbS)

g. Particles
anlEE (eg. )

B

h. Conjunctions
NEIN, NN

1. Interjections

3. Sentence structures of Classical Chinese

a. Nominal/Verbal sentences

b. Negations

c. Imperative sentences

d. Questions

e. Sentential particles

f. Modal auxiliaries

g. Passive

h. Place and time adverbials

1. Nominal and verbal modification



j. Nominalization
k. Conjoining construction

al. SCEHAN. e, 2/t
AL Z fEE? BV LS

a2. NG E. SELUK TN H%E.
EEPNIN = LLIEE.

b. A, 9, IR #E H, 7), OR

dl. HIEEMAT?  JERFZKER?
d2. B, &, %, {if,etc. P 2? NR[E?
el. t, %22, &, H (+12), etc.

EEERER, REEAL. FE5FEL N\ [F] H.

e2. &, K
SEEAHMEZE > gt -
EHZZ TRz R
RALME > ALimakiTZ

Arak HAL
T Fotk?

FEHFETHHA.

f. k& H|],néng FE,yu AL bi 2, yi H,z0 &, kénE etc.

qi H -- AFEIHE. BHEZ.

g EHHEREEE
AR TE R
ZRERZENH
FolEPree

h.  ZERIEIL.
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