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ABSTRACT

The Architecture of Dongmyo

Dongmyo( 4L, Guanyu Temple in the east) is the ritual architecture for Guanyu(fs 44,
160~219) who was the famous warlord in ancient China. Guanyu temple has been built
when the emperors in many generations in China began to sanctify him as a god for the
sake of his royalty and righteousness. The divineness of Guanyu has spreaded to the
people then as good as the Confucian shrines especially in the military and the
commercial. Apparently Guanyu was a warlord in the one ancient country, but he has

been called even a holy emperor or the saint up to the present.

The Guanyu temples in Korea were built in Joseon dynasty by demand of Ming(1)
dynasty as a political intention after the war against Japan from 1592 to 1598. While
Dongmyo began to be built beyond the Heunginjimun gate(#.1 .~ ["]) in 1599, there
were lots of controversies among the governmental officers for the financial difficulties, a
labor shortage and so on. Meanwhile it was completed with delayed construction in 1601.
At that time there was another Guanyu templecalled Nammyo(#j i) which was located
outside the Sungnyemun gate(4:ji& [']).

According to the historical materials, there were many Guanyu temples not only in Seoul
but also in the other provinces. Because the early belief in Guanyu as the god of war had
changed to the belief as the god of fortunes, so those belief was more attracted by the
people. In the historical record of Seoul which was published in 1934, there were four
Guanyu temples in each direction and four more temples regardless of directions.
However Guanyu temple in the north(Bukmyo, AL i) and the west(Seomyo, 4 i) were
absorbed into Dongmyo in 1908 and 1909, there are still many Guanyu temples in Seoul
at the present. Nammyo was destroyed by fire in 1899 and rebuilt soon, nevertheless it
was burnt out again during the Korean war and reconstructed. Now it is moved to
Sadang-dong, Dongjak-gu. Moreover there are other temples ; Gwanseongmyo( |3 2 i )
in Myungnyun-dong, Seongjemyo (-7 Jii§) in Bangsan-dong, Wanyongmyo([ik j£ i ) in

Yejang-dong and Gwanseongmyo([§i 22 i ) in Jangchung-dong.

Dongmyo is located in 238-1, Sungin-dong, Jongno-gu. It was designated as Treasure
No.142 in 1963. It organizes a rectangular territory by surrounded wall like other types of

architectural system of Confucian shrine. The central axis which is composed of the main



hall, the middle-gate and the south-gate becomes the main axis whole through Dongmyo,
and other buildings are placed bilateral symmetrically however applied not to auxiliary
facilities but to major buildings. There is a walking-way connected from the middle-gate
to the south-gate in front of the main hall along the main axis, and two flanking
halls(dongmu #Jii , seomu J4Jii ) are placed with facing each other bilaterally.

The main hall(Jeongjeon, (I~ #7) is five bays wide and six bays deep with supported by
the bracket sets of Tkgong(# 1, wing-like) style. It divided extensively into two spaces in
plan that one is five by four bays enshrined the statues of Guanyu and the other is for
ritual. Furthermore the connecting-path which is five by one bay in plan is included in the
space of ceremony. There are arched doors made of granite on each side in the space for
the connecting-path. The roof is also divided into two kinds that are a hipped-and-gabled
roof on the former space and a gabled roof is on the latter space.

These two different kinds of spaces and roofs are combined together as the one building,
so to speak, the main hall represents the architecture of combination with two different
types of buildings. Therefore it has a peculiarity that hardly finds the similar types in
Korea. The form of it such as the constitution in plan and the structure of roof seem to be
influenced on Chinese architecture. Moreover there are galleries around the exterior of
main hall which is found the Buddha hall of esoteric Buddhism in Japan.

The stylobate which is finished with the plate-bricks on the upside is also divided into
three parts. Seeing from the facade, One is located in front of the main hall for ceremony,
another is under the space for ritual and the third is under the space of statues. Each step
is getting slightly lower as a step from rear to facade to represent a hierarchy.

The main hall is constituted by the fireproof wall bricked entirely except the facade

which is quite unique in Korean traditional architecture.

There are statues of Guanyu and supplementary characters in the middle of main hall
which are placed originally, and other statues of Guanyu which were moved when
Bukmyo was absorbed to Dongmyo in the right side and those from Seomyo in the left
side of it. Consequently the interior of space which enshrined the statues of main hall

looks somewhat casually.
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